Community Grants Program
Fiscal Year 2008

OAK PARK-RIVER FOREST
COMMUNITY FQUNDATICN

Strengthening Our Community Through Philanthropy

Organizations that serve the residents of Oak Park and/or River Forest are eligible to apply

for grants as part of the Oak Park-Ri ver Forest Community Foundat|
Grants program. This is a competitive proposal process that seeks to support charitable

activities in the areas of health & human services, arts & culture, community development,

education, conservation & the environment and recreation. Please review the guidelines and

application instructions carefully before submitting an application.

e Applications, including all attachments, are due on Aug 1, 2008.

e  Grant recipients will be notified by Nov. 17, 2008. Grants will be awarded by Dec. 1,
2007.

e FEach organization may submit only one application for consideration under the
Community Grants program.

e Community grants will be awarded for the purpose of capacity building or general
operating support as these purposes align with the mission of the Community
Foundation.

e Organizations that are recipients of a CommunityWorks grant in 2008 are not eligible to
receive a Community Grant program grant in the same calendar year.

e Ifyou serve the community in some way that does not seem to fit into one of the listed
focus areas, please contact the Community Foundation to discuss your mission and
programs.

e The Community Foundation seeks to expand the resources available to fund Community
Grant applications. Be sure to sign-off on the check box on the application form that
will allow the Community Foundation to share your application with other potential
funders.



Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation
Community Grant Guidelines
Fiscal year 2008

Under its Community Grants Program, the Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation
accepts applications and awards grants once a year to organizations serving the residents of Oak Park
and/or River Forest, Illinois.

Areas of Interest

The Community Foundation accepts grant applications under the following focus areas. Certain
applications may be relevant to more than one focus area. Please indicate all areas that apply:

[ ] Health & Human Services [] Arts & Culture

[] Community Development [] Education

[] Conservation & Environment [ ] Recreation
Eligibility

1. Applicants must meet one of the following conditions:
A. The applicant organization is qualified as a 501(c)(3) organization as determined by
the Internal Revenue Setvice; or
B. The applicant organization is operating under the fiscal agency of an organization
that is qualified as a 501(c)(3) organization; or
C. The applicant organization is sponsoring qualified charitable activities for which
specific funds are raised.
2. Grants are awarded for activities that benefit the residents of Oak Park and/or River Forest.
3. Only one grant application will be considered from any agency during a single grant cycle.

The deadline for grant applications is August 1, 2008. Applicants will be notitied upon receipt
of application materials, and may be asked to provide additional materials and/or be available for a
site visit.

Applicants will be notified of funding decisions before December 1, 2008. Grantees will be
required to evaluate their performance and submit follow-up reports summarizing activities funded
under the grant.



Community Grant Program Application Cover Sheet

Name of organization

Address

Telephone Fax

Name of proposal contact

Title E-mail

Focus area under which you are applying (see grant guidelines):

Type of Support:
C Capacity Building ~ C General Operating

Amount requested  §

Brief summary of request: (please limit your response to the following space)

C The Foundation may share this application with other potential funders known to the Community Foundation

Signature of Board President or Executive Director

Name & Title Date

Forward complete application packet by Aug. 1, 2008 to: Program Officer, Oak Park-River Forest
Community Foundation, 1049 Lake St., Oak Park, Illinois 60301. No faxed or emailed applications
will be accepted.

For further information, contact David Weindling, Program Officer, Oak Park-River Forest
Community Foundation at 708-848-1560 or advisors@oprfcf.org.



mailto:advisors@oprfcommfd.org

Community Grant Program Application Requirements

Please include three (3) copies each of the completed and signed cover sheet, the proposal narrative

and grant budget. The proposal narrative should be four pages or less and contain the following:

Capacity Building

The Community Foundation will consider proposals to build organizational capacity in areas such as:
strategic planning, evaluation, fundraising, communications, operational efficiency, program
planning, space planning, and board and staff development. Capacity building grants generally range
from $3,000 to $5,000.

A Provide a brief history of the organization.
A Describe the level of financial patticipation and commitment to mission of the boatrd of
directors.

Describe how the organization respects and reflects the diversity of the community.

> >

Describe in number and characteristic the Oak Park and River Forest population that the
organization serves.

Describe the organizational challenge or opportunity that this project will address.
Describe the capacity building program for which the organization is requesting support.
Include information about partners or consultants who may participate in the project.
Explain why this project is needed at this time.

Describe the qualifications of key staff involved in the project.
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Indicate whether the organization has a strategic plan and how this proposal fits within the

plan.

>

Describe the anticipated outcomes of this project and the evaluation method for
determining success.

A Describe how this project will be sustained beyond the grant period. (If applicable)

U Provide a project budget with projected revenue (including detailed information on other

sources of funding) and expenses.

General Operating

The Community Foundation will consider proposals for general operating grants that support those

portions of an agency’s mission and operations t
Forest. General operating grants generally range form $3,000 to $5,000.

A Provide a brief history of the organization.
A Describe the level of financial participation and commitment to mission of the board of

directots.



A Describe how the organization respects and reflects the diversity of the community.

A Describe in number and characteristic the Oak Park and River Forest population that the
organization serves.

A Describet h e 0r g @k prdg@nts indsévicS, and how they align with its mission.

A Describe the benefits the otganization provides to the Oak Park and River Forest

community.
A Describet he qual i ficationsfof the organization’s
A Indicate whether the organization has a strategic plan and how this proposal fits within the

plan.
A Explain the organization’ s e Vv a | u &ok iis gedformmnee, tprhgenrd outcomes and

impact.

A Describe the top organizational goals for the next year and how an operating grant will help

to achieve these goals.

Application Checklist

With all applications, please provide the following:
Community Grant Application Cover Sheet (3 copies)
Proposal narrative and budget (3 copies)

Organizational budget for the current fiscal year (3 copies)
List of board of directors (3 copies)

Most recent audit or year-end financial statements (1 copy)
IRS 501(c)(3) documentation (1 copy)

Strategic plan (if available) (1 copy)
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Forward complete application packet by Aug. 1, 2008 to: Program Officer, Oak Park-River
Forest Community Foundation, 1049 Lake St., Oak Park, Illinois 60301. No faxed or emailed
applications will be accepted.

For further information, contact David Weindling, Program Officer, Oak Park-River Forest
Community Foundation at 708-848-1560 or advisors@optfcf.org.
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